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1. IN WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 5, LAO GOVERNMENT 
(PGNU) SPOKSEMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG REPORTED THAT PRIME 
MINISTER SOUKZBVNA PHOUMA'S HEALTH IS IMPROVING. HE NOTED 

THAT SOUVANNA HAD FLOWN TO NICE AND HAD SUBSEQUENTLY TRAVELLED 
BY CAR TO GRASSE TO CONTINUE HIS RECUPERATION. 

2. OUDAY SAID THAT DURING SEPTEMBER 4 CABINET MEETING 
MINISTER OF ECONOMY/PLAN SOTH PHETRASY HAD REPORTED ON 
HIS RECENT TRIP TO SAM NEUA. SOTH REPORTEDLY RETURNED 
WITH A LIST OF ASSISTANCE NEEDED IN THE LPF ZONE, WHICH 
WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO A SINGLE PGNU LIST BEFORE THE 
TWO LAO ECONOMIC DELEGATIONS DEPART VIENTIANE ON AN 
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AID-SOLICITATION MISSION ABROAD. OUDAY STATED THAT THE 
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FIRST DELEGATION, WHICH WILL BE LED BY SOTH, IS SCHEDULED 
TO DEPART IN MID-SEPTEMBER. 

3. ON THE LABOR FRONT, MINISTER OF POST AND TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS KHAMPHENG BOUPHA REPORTED ON LABOR AGITATION WITHIN 
THE PTT MINISTRY. THE CABINET DECIDED THAT THE PTT DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, AND SEVERAL OTHER PERSONS, SHOULD TAKE LEAVE 
WHILE AN AD HOC COMMITTEE INVESTIGATES THE ALLEGED 
GRIEVANCES OF PTT EMPLOYEES. 

4. PRESS CONFERENCE WAS MARKED BY THE PRESENCE OF A YOUNG 
LAO REPORTER REPRESENTING CUBAN NEWS AGENCY PRENSA LATINA. 
SPEAKING WITH A STRONG SAM NEUA ACCENT, REPORTER ASKED 
ABOUT PGNU RESPONSE TO CUBAN GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST TO 
ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. OUDAY RESPONDED THAT THE 
PGUNU HAD STUDIED THE REQUEST AND ACCEPTED THE CUBAN PROPOSAL, 
AND IS RECOMMENDING RECOGNITION TO THE KING. HE ADDED THAT, 
ASSUMING THE KING APPROVES, THE QUESTION OF EXCHANGING 
AMBASSADORS WILL BE ADDRESSED AT A LATER DATE. PRENSA 
LATINA REPRESENTATIVE ASKED FURTHER WHO WOULD REPRESENT 
LAOS AT UNGA, AND OUDAY RESPONDED THAT PHOUMI DEFINITELY 
WILL LEAD THE LAO DELEGATION; HE ALSO PROVIDED THE NAMES 

OF THE REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE LAO DELEGATION (REFTEL A). 

SAME CORRESPONDENT THEN STATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
AMBASSADOR WHITEHOUSE HAD HELD A TALK WITH SISOUK ON JULY 
OR AUGUST 13, IN WHICH HE SAID THE U.S. WOULD CONTINUE 
TO GIVE MILITARY AID TO LAOS. QUERIED AS TO WHETHER THE 
U.S. WAS TO GO ON"SUPPORTING THE WAR IN LAOS," OUDAY 
RESPONDED THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF THE WHITEHOUSE-SISOUK 
CONVERSATION AND THEREFORE HAD NO COMMENT TO MAKE. 

5. ASKED ABOUT ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT PHOUI’S LETTER TO THE 
PGNU (REFTEL B), OUDAY STATED THAT THE ISSUE WAS NOT 
DISCUSSED AT THE CABINET MEETING. 

6. QUERIED FURTHER ON STATUS OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN 
GENERAL, OUDAY REPLIED THAT CABINET HAS SENT LETTER TO 
KING'S COUNCIL, ASKING FOR ITS OPINION CONCERNING DIS- 
SOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND ALSO HAD ADDRESSED LETTER 
TO THE KING SUGGESTING THAT HE CONVENE MEETING OF COUNCIL 
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OF MINISTERS TO DEAL WITH THIS ISSUE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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